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Ports to Plains Corridor

Michael Reeves

President

The Corridor

» 1,390 miles corridor 
length

» About 40% of route is 
either 4 or 6 lane 
divided, or under 
design/construction

» 15 Relief routes 
planned, totaling 113 
miles
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Port to Port Connection with 
Corpus Christi

» Ports to 
Plains 
Connections
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New Ports to Plains Partners

» Completed 
cooperative 
agreement with 
Theodore Roosevelt 
Expressway Assn. and 
Heartland Expressway

» 9-state congressional 
caucus

» Interests in energy 
and transportation

International Partners

» Meetings with Canadian provinces 
of Alberta and Saskatchewan

» Hosted Texas ïAlberta Summit

» Meetings planned with government 
officials in Coahuila, Mexico and 
Mexico City



2/15/2009

4

What is Ports to Plains 
Coalition?

» 90 + member coalition of cities, 
counties, economic development 
agencies, chambers of commerce, 
colleges and universities

» Two staff in Lubbock, one in Colorado
» Volunteer board from throughout the 

corridor
» Past members include Rep. Neugebauer, 

Sen. Seliger
» Top Washington transportation lobbyist

Estimated Cost

» Construction and Expansion - $2.685 
billion

» ITS Projects - $47 million

» RR Crossings - $10 million

» Signage - $300,000

» Increased Maintenance & Operations -
$125 million

» Total - $2.8 billion
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Estimated cost of I -35 
expansion in Texas

» Construction -

$17 Billion

» ROW $29 billion

» Total $46 billion
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Ports to Plains provides 
infrastructure to:

» Secure the benefits of 
commerce

» Decrease Americaôs 
dependence on Middle East oil

» Create safer highways

What Ports to Plains means

Economic Development

» Will create more than 40,000 new 
jobs

» Economic impact of more than $4.5 
billion

» Expand tax base

» Economic benefit of more than 3:1
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What Ports to Plains Means

Ports to Plains ïAg Corridor
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Agriculture needs trade

¶40% of U.S. agriculture products 
are exported

» 2/3 of U.S. Cotton is exported

» 40% of global cotton trade is 
between US and China

» Top 2 customers of US cotton are 
China and Mexico

Ports to Plains ïOil and Gas 
Corridor


